
 

  

Five Star Ready to Start phase I Construction! 

ac r or  
V e r n o n i a  L o g g e r  S t a d i u m  C a m p a i g n  

April 2023 marks the official start of construction on our restroom/concession stand building. Dan Titus has completed his portion 

of the ground and utility work. Through a contract with the school, the water, power, and sewer hooks ups have been installed at 

the building site ready for use. Thanks to Dan and the school district!!  

 

The committee awarded the contract for the building construction to local contractors Five Star Builders. I have been working 

diligently with them to procure materials, and work out the timeline for this project. Five Star has been very understanding and 

supportive in our goal to have a great building at a reasonable cost. They have mobilized their equipment, done some site prep 

work, and are ready to start construction as soon as the weather breaks. We have a tentative completion date of mid-June.  

 

The committee is continually working to get this phase of the project wrapped up. Recent donations from Randy Holce, Stimson 

lumber, and RSG Olympic Forest Products have helped to ensure we are on track for a timely completion.  

 

A huge thank you to all the people who have supported us this far. Without your support this would not have been possible!! 

April 2023 

By: Jason Busch, Vernonia Booster Club 

Issue 6 

in this issue >>> 

 Construction Update 

 Alumni Contributions 

 Softball Field 

 Winter Sports 

 Sponsorship 

VHS Alumni Are Responding 
 
 

 

Thank you Vernonia Alumni!  Thus far, after 33 months of the Logger Stadium Campaign, 

75% of our Donors are Vernonia Alumni, and nearly 60% of the funds raised have come 

from those who either taught at, or attended, Vernonia Schools. 

The majority of Alumni Donors graduated between the late 1940’s and early 1980’s, which 

means you are between 60 to 90 years old and are probably either semi-retired or fully 

retired.  Whatever your age or the class, we are very grateful for your contributions. 

We still need your support.  We have more work to do to complete Phase II and Phase III.  

Please consider making another donation during 2023.  Remember, if you itemize your 

deductions when you file your income taxes, your contribution is tax-deductible.   

 

By: Jim Eckland, Class of 1962 

Photo by: Teresa Williams 



                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parade of Classes 

 

 

 

At the urging of a few VHS Alumni, and just for fun, 
we have compiled a list of classes whose members 
have stepped forward in making contributions to the 
Stadium Campaign during the past 33 months. We 
have assigned one point for each dollar contributed. 
If a married couple are in different classes, we split 
their points to each of their class. At present, here are 
the top 20 classes: 
 

#1 – Class of 1967 = 187,200 
#2 – Class of 1963 = 12,200 
#3 -  Class of 1966 = 9,450 
#4 -  Class of 1965 = 7,732 
#5 -  Class of 1954 = 7,075 
#6 -  Class of 1960 = 6,125 
#7 -  Class of 1962 = 4,532 
#8-   Class of 1977 = 4,225 
#9 -  Class of 1979 = 2,500 
#10 - Class of 1969 = 1,950 
#11 – Class of 1978 = 1,125 

#12- Class of 1952 = 1,100 (Tie) 
#12- Class of 1961 = 1,100 (Tie) 
#12- Class of 1964 = 1,100 (Tie) 
#12- Class of 1973 = 1,100 (Tie) 

#16- Class of 1957 = 1,030 
#17-  Class of 1970 = 1,000 
#18-  Class of 1949 = 950 
#19-  Class of 1959 = 825 
#20-  Class of 1955 = 625 

 

By: Jim Eckland, Class of 1962 

Alumni Field Gets a Makeover 

 
After a soil study was done last summer on the alumni softball field 

it was determined that the infield needed to be redone in hopes of 

helping the field drain more efficiently. This would enable the Lady 

Loggers to get more games in during the early spring rainy season. 

The study recommended scraping the top layer off of the surface 

of the field and adding sand and turface to the existing field to help 

with the draining. Following the advice of the experts in field 

maintenance, two tons of turface along with several tons of sand 

were added to the field. Using the district tractor, I scraped the 

field then deposited the turface/sand. With the assistance of Head 

Coach Katie Poetter, volunteer Jen Rau, and Maintenance 

Supervisor, Mark Brown we spread the turface and sand. Former 

head coach Ernie Smith, was able to assist me to work the 

materials into the field using the drag and tractor to smooth out 

the playing surface enough so that the field was playable for the 

first home game on March 22nd. The Loggers hosted the Toledo 

Boomers for their season opener that came right down to the wire. 

The game was called however, on the account of darkness with the 

Loggers losing by one run, 13-14.  

Knowing the field needed more work superintendent Jim Helmen 

acquired a compactor and a tractor equipped with a rototiller and 

we spent the day on Tuesday of spring break tilling and 

compacting the field. While I rototilled to mix the sand and turface 

into the soil Mr. Helmen compacted the entire infield using a push 

behind compactor. When we finished, Eric Larke of Five Star 

builders came in, with the assistance of Jeff Watts on machinery, 

they floated and rolled the field with a two-ton roller to get it 

leveled and firmed up even more for the next game scheduled on 

March 30th. The field still needs some work and we will continue 

to build up first base, home plate, and the pitching circle as the 

season goes on.  

The athletic department and the softball team wish to thank all of 

those that assisted in making this field ready, especially Jim 

Helmen and Mark Brown from the school district, Eric Larke and 

Jeff Watts of Five Star Builders, Ernie Smith, and the coaches. All 

worked together to get Alumni Field game ready. 

 

By: Gordon Jarman 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VHS Winter Sports Wrap-Up 

 
Winter sports season concluded at the end of February with mixed results for the LOGGERS. 
In Logger basketball, both the boys’ and girls’ teams made the league playoffs with the girls advancing to the 
district tournament.  Unfortunately, both teams just missed making it to the state tournament.  
 
Boys basketball placed 4th in the league standings, losing a close playoff game that would have advanced them 
to the district tournament. The league was very competitive this year for the boys, they won and lost several 
very close games throughout the regular season. After finishing 3rd overall in the regular season the girls had the 
opportunity to battle for the 3rd seed from the Northwest League to go to state but fell short against Clatskanie, 
a team that they had beat in the regular season. Although both teams missed the state playoffs this year they 
still had some very honorable recognition with league awards.  
 
On the girls side, a sophomore, Kaydence Roberson was selected as Player of the Year in the NWL, Senior Kortnie 
Adams was named 2nd Team, sophomore Momi Leinginger was selected to the All-Defensive Team, and 
sophomore Avery Wolf received honorable mention for the Lady Loggers. For the Logger boys, they also 
brought home a Player of the Year award through Senior David McCallum who was also named to the All-
Defensive Team, Junior Logan Wolf was named 3rd Team, and finally Senior Garrett Jones earned an honorable 
mention. Both Kaydence and David were selected to the All-State teams this year as well, David receiving 1st 
Team honors and Kaydence earning 2nd Team. 
 
Despite the wrestling team being largely young and inexperienced they were still competitive this season. With 
only two seniors, the majority of the team will be returning for next year and the Loggers will look to finish at 
the top of the league again next season. 
This season Vernonia qualified two wrestlers to the state tournament, both were returners from last year, 
Juniors Trevor Wolf & Isaiah Naeve. Both had challenging draws and were unfortunately eliminated. 
 

By: Gordon Jarman 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

If you wish to receive this newsletter electronically please email gjarman@vernoniak12.org or twilliams@vernoniak12.org  

 
 

The Vernonia Boosters is a non-profit 
501© (3) organization 

 
Contributions may be sent to: 

 
Vernonia Boosters  

Logger Stadium Campaign  
PO Box 73 

Vernonia, OR 97064 
 

or, you may contribute online on our 
Vernonia Logger GoFundMe page which 

can be found at  
 

www.newloggerstadium.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vernonia Lions Club is our first official Major Sponsor 

for the Logger Stadium Campaign.  That means they have 

donated at least $5,000; and they now can promote 

and/or advertise their many community projects and 

membership drives at Vernonia High School athletic 

events. 

 

If you, or your business and/or organization, are 

interested in becoming a Major Sponsor, please contact 

Gordon Jarman at gjarman@vernoniak12.org or phone: 

503-369-2126. 

 

In Memorium Gifts 
 

A few of our Donors have submitted their financial 
gifts in memory of a friend, a loved one and/or a 
classmate.  Those who were remembered during 

the past 33 months, include: 
 

Irene Jones, grandmother, Class of 1940 
Jim Johns, husband, Class of 1945 

Joe Taylor, classmate, Class of 1956 
Bob Crowston, classmate, Class of 1957 

Diana Jones, mother, Class of 1965 
Bill Pringle, uncle, friend & classmate, Class of 1965 

Darrell Gwin, son, Class of 1979 
Steve Hanson, brother, Class of 1970 

Harold & Ann McEntire, parents 
Bryan McLeod, husband 

Eleanor Thompson, mother 
 

Anyone making a donation to the Stadium 
Campaign may designate their gift in memory of 

someone special by notifying either 
Gordon Jarman (gjarman@vernonia12.org) or 
Teresa Williams (twilliams@vernonia12.org).  
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$100,000 AND ABOVE: Vernonia Dental Jack & Tobie Finzel Rick Bush (55) * 

Randy Holce (67) Wauna Federal Credit Union Dan & Fran Fletcher (57) * Michael Calhoun (08) 

 Weyerhaeuser Company Jim Fletcher (62) Ann Bergerson Carson (66) 

$50,000 AND ABOVE: Ziply Fiber Lynn Fulgham Necia DeWitt 

Ford Family Foundation  John & Kathy Griffith Barry & Cathy East (81) 

Bill Hanson (67) $500-$999: Mary Andrus Gross (66) Brad Eckland (78) 

 Joyce Bautovich (65) Jack & Glenda Holsey (62 & 61) Bruce Elam 

$25,000-$49,999: Nick Berg (64 Betty Hart Steve Frischman 

Vernonia Education Foundation Cash for Raffle Tickets Steve Hibbs (49) Rick Fulton (53) 

Vernonia School District Marv Crowston (62) Cathy Howard (59) George Gans 

 Carol Cole Davis (69) Dana & Tony Hyde Larry & Bev Goodreau 

$5,000 - $24,999: Pat & Brenda Dean (82) Gordon & Kelly Jarman Ilene Grady* 

Fred Bender (60) * Elsie Berg Freerks (65) Mary Kay Johnson Sally Harrison (59) * 

Columbia County Economic Team Jerry Hanson (66) Gerry Brady Kelly (66) Carl & Betty Holsey (55) 

Michael Cowan Wayne Larson (61) Carolyn Heath Ladd (58) Clint Holsey (75) 

Boxer & Pam Cox (63) Bob Matthews (61) Marylyn Good May (54) Dolly & Jerry Keenon 

Jim & Kathy Eckland (62 & 65) Larry & Claudia O’Black (63 & 66) Bill MacDonald (53) Ron & Alice King 

Dick & Kathleen Gwin (54) Carol Ray (57) Jim Mullins (62) Marian & Diana Knoll (58 & 62) 

Gwin and Sons Logging (77 & 79) John & Betty Roady (77) Stuart Munro (76) Jim Krahn 

Samual S Johnson Foundation Stella Stern Satern (46) * Terry Newton Randall Larson (68) 

Marsha Krieger King (66) Vernonia Bootsers (Food Booth) Carol Ostrander (58) Terry Larson (65) 

Stimson Lumber Co. Earl Wantland (49) Randy Parrow (76) Tom Lawler (68) 

Vernonia Lions Club  Jim Peters (57) Ronda Smith Lennon (74) 

 $100-$499: Chris Quigley Jim Lindsey (64) 

$1,000-$4,999: Absolute Marble & Granite Ken Roberts Jim McKenzie 

Bellingham Logging (65) All Inn Pub (78 & 82) Bud & Marcie Robertson (67 & 69) Gerald Millis (51) 

Larry & Jan Bernardi (55 & 59) Anonymous Donor Leonard & Betty Schmidlin (62 & 64) Gaynelle Scott Nielson (64) 

Dado & Janet Briones (69) Ken & Odean Anderson (47 & 53) Ken & Penny Smejkal (55 & 58) Delbert & Mary Jane Nyman 

Suzi Connor (63) Randy Aultman (62) Randy & Vicki Tovey (74) Cory Parsons 

John G Crowston (52) Ken & Helen Bateman (65) Arnie & Mary Tolonen Dennis & Marilyn Pederson (66) 

Sheri Dooney Martha Bush (64) Don Tunnell (58) Patricia McEntire Peterson (60) 

Tery Bellingham Holm (78) C&C Logging, LTD Vernonia’s Voice Kristen Landers Schleich (68) 

Ginger Johns  Amy & Frank Cieloha (91 & 89) Susan Wagner Larry Shirk 

Gary Johnston (63) Marian Mathews Clark (63) Delores Webb (52) Kelly Sparks 

Lloyd Johnston (65) Chris & Kala Cota (80) Pete Weisel Maxine O’Black Stark (54) 

Thomas & Joanie Jones Kyle & Ingrid Cota (02) John & Teresa Williams  Scot & Julie Thomas 

Kathy Medges-Knowles (73) Ray & Jennifer Cota (87) Otis Wilson Sue Vandehey 

Linda Sue Maxon (70) Gordy Crowston (75)  Tammy Smith Vanderzanden (75) 

Darlene Welch McLeod (65) Brett Costley $25-$99: Gene Wall (50) 

Melvin & Marguarite Nice Milton Dennis (77) Joann Beamish Caroline Garlock Wallace (59) 

Judy Ruiz Fred & Pat Drips (54& 53) Dean Bernardi (78) Larry Welch (60) 

Kelly Smith B’day Fundraiser (74) Marvin Eby (51) * Gordon Blackburn (66) Joseph Wojno 

Mike Pihl Logging Phil Eggert (65) Mary Steen Boeger (63) Melissa Zavales 

*Deceased since donating  (00) VHS Class 
 


